
LAST RESPECTS TO HONOR A VETERAN
A Guide to Burial Benefits for 

Veterans & their Families

“It is the Soldier who salutes the flag,

Who serves beneath the flag,

And whose coffin is draped by the flag.”

-Charles M. Province



About the Firm:

Fighting Exclusively for 

Veterans’ Rights

Legal Help For Veterans, PLLC is a law

firm dedicated to assisting our Nation’s

veterans receive the veterans disability

compensation to which they are entitled

based on their service to the country.

The law firm has been assisting veterans

since 1998. Our legal staff has decades of

experience in dealing with medical

disability matters and employs a network

of medical specialists, many former

military physicians, who can ensure your

claim has the best likelihood of success.

Our staff includes former officers and

enlisted personnel, health care

professionals, and dedicated individuals.

We have an acclaimed national practice

representing veterans from across the

country. This representation occurs at the

United States Court of Appeals for

Veteran Claims, the Board of Veteran

Appeals, and the regional offices

throughout the country.

Over the years, Legal Help For Veterans

has become a trusted name in the legal

community for providing services to

veterans. Our lawyers are regularly asked

by law schools, bar associations, and

veterans’ service organizations to lecture

and train others to practice in this area.

Brigadier General

Carol Ann Fausone (ret.)
Brigadier General Carol Ann Fausone

(ret.) served for over 36 years with the

U.S. Air Force and Michigan National

Guard. As a nurse, her duty

assignments took her around the

country, and the world, assisting

commanders with troop readiness.
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U.S. Department of  Veterans 

Affairs

U.S. Department of  Veterans Affairs

National Cemetery Administration
…………………………………………………..

The Military Funeral Honors Program (MFHP) assists families and

funeral directors by providing and coordinating funeral honors for

Veterans. When arranging for military funeral honors, if the family

desires military participation, they need to ensure their desires are

expressed to their funeral director. If no funeral director is involved,

families may call the MFHP directly for assistance, at: 877-MIL-

HONR (877-645-4667).

The funeral director will contact the appropriate Military Service to

arrange for the Funeral Honors detail. The Services request at least 48

hours in order to organize the Funeral Honors detail.
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Eligibility

Veterans, as well as spouses and dependent children of Veterans and

active duty service members, may be eligible for VA burial and

memorial benefits including burial in a national cemetery, a headstone

to mark the grave of a Veteran interred in a private cemetery or a

Presidential Memorial Certificate for loved ones. Burial in a VA

national cemetery is available for eligible Veterans, their spouses, and

dependents at no cost to the family.

The funeral director or the next of kin makes interment arrangement

by contacting the National Cemetery Scheduling Office or, in some

cases, the national cemetery in which burial is desired. VA does not

normally conduct burials on the weekends.
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Eligibility

At a minimum, one must meet one of  the following:

• Veteran was discharged from active-duty under other than

dishonorable conditions.

• Veteran died while serving on active-duty.

• Veteran served at least 20 years in the National Guard or Reserves

and qualified for military retirement pay (or would have qualified,

except death occurred before age 60).

Is My Loved One Eligible?

• Spouses and dependent

children of Veterans who were

eligible for burial may also be

interred in state Veterans

cemeteries.
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Burial Benefits

A standard Military Honors Ceremony consists of:

• The firing of  three rifle volleys

• The sounding of  “Taps”

• The folding of  the flag

• The presentation of  the flag to the next-of-kin

What Are the Burial Benefits?

Burial of an eligible Veteran is at no cost to the Veteran. A fee is

charged at the time of interment for spouses and dependent children

of eligible Veterans. Burial benefits may include the following:

• Gravesites for casket or cremation remains

• Gravesite liner

• Headstones or markers

• Opening & closing of  the graves

• Continued perpetual care

What Is Included in the Ceremony?
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Headstones & Markers

Upon request, VA furnishes headstones or markers at no charge for

graves in cemeteries around the world for service members who die

while on active duty and for eligible Veterans. VA also provides

headstones or markers for spouses and dependents buried in state or

national Veterans cemeteries, but not for those buried in private

cemeteries.
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Headstones & Markers

To apply and to obtain specific information on available styles, contact

the cemetery where the headstone or marker is to be placed. When

burial occurs in a private cemetery, an application for a government-

furnished headstone or marker must be made to VA. The government

will ship the headstone or marker free of charge, but will not pay for its

placement.

To apply, mail a completed VA Form 40-1330, along with a copy of the

Veteran’s military service discharge document and death certificate to:

Department of  Veterans Affairs

Memorial Programs Service (41A1)

5109 Russell Road

Quantico, VA 22134-3903

OR

Fax Documents to: 800-455-7143

Do NOT send original discharge documents, as they will NOT be returned.
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Burial Flags

VA will furnish a United States burial flag for memorialization of:

• Veterans who served during wartime or after 1/31/55

• Veterans who were entitled to retired pay for service in the

reserves, or would have been entitled if over age 60

• Members or former members of the Selected Reserve who

served their initial obligation, or were discharged for a disability

incurred, or aggravated in the line of duty, or died while a

member of the Selective Reserve.

Additional information and VA Form 21-2008 can be found at:

www.cem.va.gov/cem/bbene/bflags.asp

Who Qualifies for a Burial Flag?
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Presidential Memorial 

Certificates

Certificates signed by the President are issued upon request to

recognize the military service of honorably discharged deceased

veterans. Next-of-kin, relatives, and friends may request

Presidential Memorial Certificates in person at any VA Regional

Office or by mailing a completed VA Form 40-0247 to:

Presidential Memorial Certificates

(41A1C)

Department of  Veterans Affairs

5109 Russell Road

Quantico, VA 22314-3903

OR

Fax Documents to 800-455-7143

There is no time limit for requesting these certificates, but

requests should include a copy, and not the original, of the

deceased Veteran’s discharge document and clearly indicate to

what address the certificate should be sent.
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Reimbursement of  

Burial Expenses

VA will pay a burial and funeral expense allowance for Veterans

who, at the time of death, were entitled to receive a pension or

compensation or would have been entitled to compensation if they

weren’t receiving military retirement pay. There is a 2-year time

limit.

VA will pay a burial allowance up to $2,000 if the Veteran’s death is

service-connected. In such cases, the person who bore the

Veteran’s burial expenses may claim reimbursement from VA. In

some instances, VA also will pay the cost of transporting the

remains of a Veteran whose death was service-connected to the

national cemetery nearest to the home of the deceased that has

available gravesites. There is no time limit for filing reimbursement

claims in service-connected death cases.
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What will the VA Reimburse?

• VA will pay a plot allowance when a Veteran is buried in a

cemetery not under U.S. government jurisdiction if the veteran

was discharged from active duty because of disability incurred

or aggravated I the line of duty;

• The Veteran was receiving compensation or pension or would

have been if the Veteran was not receiving military retired pay,

or;

• The Veteran died in a VA facility.

For more information on monetary benefits, call 800-827-1000.

Additional information about burial and memorial benefits may be

obtained at a VA National Cemetery, regional office, or at

www.cem.va.gov. To check on the status of an application for a

headstone or marker, call 800-697-6947
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Reimbursement of  

Burial Expenses

http://www.cem.va.gov/


“It is our duty to

protect those

who protected us.”

-Brigadier General 

Carol Ann Fausone (ret.)



41700 W. Six Mile Road, Suite 101

Northville, MI  48168

800-693-4800

www.legalhelpforveterans.com

http://www.legalhelpforveterans.com/

